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Dave Wurts
303-697-4486 david.w.wurts@Lmco.com
Jolene Giese
307-742-1939 wyodog1958@yahoo.com
Lindsey Owen
801-735-8160 saveasiberian@gmail.com
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720-236-7613 tj@evcohs.com
Colette Standen
303-567-0852 huskyrealty@aol.com
colomtnmushers@yahoo.com
www.colomtnmushers.org

President’s Report
“Connecting”

Summer starts this month. I suspect that all of our members
have put their dog gear away in the shed and are now focused
on kid's sporting events, mowing the lawn, laying in the
hammock, etc. Unlike a snowmobile or pair of skis, we all know
that our winter power machines (the dogs) are a year-round commitment. Just because there is no
snow on the ground, the dogs still need food, yard cleaned, and most importantly socialization and
mental stimulation. Now that the yards are drying out and it's t-shirt weather, there are no excuses
for not spending time in the dog yard with your furry buddies. The extra time spent now usually
ends in a better team cohesiveness for next season. Talk to them while you do your daily scooping
and dog chores. Brush out their coats. If possible, play with them in an exercise yard. See if they
follow you around like a mother hen and eyes and ears turn toward you when you speak. You can
practice gee/haw training with some mowed trails in your yard if the idea of strapping dogs to a
cart/scooter/bicycle sounds like lunacy. If you speak your commands on the sled and the dogs don't
respond, then saying them louder and louder until you are yelling is not the solution. It's more about
developing trust in your dogs that you are the one in charge and the one making the decisions.
Once that connection gets established, there is a whole world of trails and opportunities available to
you.

Mush On! Dave
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Elections, Banquet, and Year End Awards
Thanks to everyone who made it out to the annual
membership banquet. We had 36 people join us for pizza
at BeauJo’s in Idaho Springs. It was fun to catch up with
folks and meet some new faces.
The election results were tallied from the ballots received
by mail and at the banquet. Results are (drum roll…..)
Vice President: Jolene Giese
Treasurer: Sandy Schwartz
Race Coordinator: Aaron Natoniewski
Directors: Lizzy Giese, Colette Standen, and TJ Shrader
Additionally, Year-End Awards were announced. The
Special Awards were voted on by the membership.
Sportsmanship Award: Mark and Debra Su Stephens
Achievement Award: Taylor Berge
Dog Care Award: Dave Wurts and TC Wait
Outstanding Mentor Award: Sandy Schwartz
Year-End race points were a bit tricky to tally this year due
to a lower-than-usual number of races and some race
classes only having one event. The resulting points are
listed to the right.
Several “Fun” Awards were presented to members.
Participating in the Most CMM Events (3/4): Drake

Benson, Chelsea Standen, Bruce Harper, Steve Bethka,
Teresa Petterson, Jackie Dickinson
Outstanding Rookie Performance: Greta Thurston,
Leona Thurston, Chelsea Standen
Most Race Entries with the Intent of DQ: Drake Benson
Most Miles on a 6-mile Trail: Michael Poynter
Best Food at an Event: Judy Wait and Linda Clarke
Worst “Foster” Dog Adoption Track Record: Dave Wurts
Best Performance by a “Retired” Musher: John Perry

Thanks to this
year’s Nominations
Committee:
Lindsey Owen and
Sue Crawford. Also
thanks to Jake
Jacobs and Mark
Stephens for help
counting ballots.

Mmmm… Pizza!
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Mush with PRIDE Tip of the Month – Basic Health Examination
The following guidelines are basic elements of a physical health examination for dogs. They can also be used
when considering the acquisition of a new dog for your kennel or for a pre-season health assessment. Some
of these elements (marked with an asterisk (*) should be performed daily or
For information on Mush with
even both before and after running.
PRIDE, membership, or to
General attitude*: A dog should be alert and interested in its
view the Dog Care Guidelines,
surroundings.
visit www.mushwithpride.org
Weight and coat*: A dog should be lean but not thin. It should have a
healthy, shiny coat and skin that is a light pink with no raw areas or excessive flaking. Run your hand over the
dog's whole body, checking for lumps, bumps and sores. A dog that is underweight/overweight or with an
unhealthy coat may be showing signs of conditions such as hypothyroidism, parasitism (internal parasites such
as worms or coccidia, or external parasites such as lice, fleas, or mange mites), malabsorption syndrome (an
inability to absorb nutrients), or another ailment. However, keep in mind that all dogs do not always look their
best. Even a beautiful coat looks rough during shedding, and a female will shed after she has pups.
Eyes*: The eyes should be clear, without excessive tearing, redness, or a gray or blue haziness on the cornea.
The pupils should be symmetrical.
Ears*: The ears should be clean inside without a waxy or pussy discharge and without a foul odor.
Nose*: There should be no nasal discharge, raw areas, or dry, crusty buildup around the nostrils.
Mouth: The mouth and teeth should be clean without any strong odors or excessive tartar buildup. The gums
should be pink without infection along the teeth gum border. Check for broken teeth or an uneven bite. Dental
disorders may contribute to poor appetite, poor attitude, or chronic infection.
Vitals: A dog's normal heart rate is 100 to 130 beats per minute, and its respiratory rate should be about 22
breaths per minute. These may both be elevated in an excited dog, and both will be hard to evaluate in a
panting dog. Listen for coughing, wheezing or other abnormal respiratory sounds.
Chest: The chest should expand and contract symmetrically. There should be no pain or tenderness when the
dog’s ribs are gently pressed. Use a stethoscope to listen over the lungs. Lung sounds should be equal from
side to side with no abnormal noises. Because chest injuries can result in massive internal bleeding and
respiratory system compromise, a veterinarian should evaluate any significant chest injury.
Abdomen: The abdomen should be symmetrical and not distended. The abdominal wall should be pliable when
gently pressed toward the spine. A painful, tender, distended abdomen may be a sign of a potentially fatal
problem that requires the intervention of a veterinarian.
Muscles and bones*: Check the dog for symmetry. Compare the muscles and joints of the two hind legs and
of the two front legs. Swelling on the foot may be an indication of an old metacarpal fracture. Swollen wrists
may be a sign of arthritis. Asymmetrical muscle masses may indicate lameness or an unequal use of limbs.
Feet*: Check the feet for signs of injury or excessive licking between the pads (mahogany, discolored hair).
Examine the nails and dewclaws and trim when necessary.
Rectum: Check the rectum for open sores, growths or excessive swelling.
Females to be used for breeding: Dogs intended for breeding deserve special consideration. Before purchasing
a female, be sure to ask the following: Has she had regular heat cycles? Has she ever been on medications to
delay or postpone heat cycles? Has she ever had a pregnancy terminated? Has she ever had pups? If so, what
kind of mother is she? Examine the mammary glands for swelling; mammary tumors are not uncommon in older
intact females. Examine her nipples for signs of frostbite. Severely frozen nipples are not functional. Examine the
vulva for growths, swelling, or discharge.
Males to be used for breeding: Make sure that a male that might be used for breeding has two normal sized
testicles. Check for excessive prepucial discharge. Ask if the dog has ever sired a litter. Has he ever had any
medications? Anabolic steroids, for example, will reduce fertility. Low thyroid levels will decrease fertility in males
as well as females. Brucellosis is a sexually transmitted disease that should be tested for if it is a problem in your
area. (Some countries make a brucellosis test an entrance requirement.)
Other considerations: Before introducing a new dog into your yard, make sure that it is current on vaccinations
and has recently been dewormed. Check the dog closely for lice, mange, and fleas. If you are buying a dog with
parasites, isolate him/her from the others until the issue has been resolved.
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Rescued Husky Update – Alice Lively, Ark-Valley Humane Society, Buena Vista
As most of you are aware, over 100 sled dogs were confiscated in December from a dog lot near Hartsel
where they were being neglected and starved. The owners have been charged with felony animal cruelty and
are awaiting trial in Park County, but several dogs are still in local shelters looking for good homes. The ArkValley Humane Society in Buena Vista has taken in a number of these dogs, and have four that are currently
looking for good homes.
Diomede
Diomede is small, young and quick. She also LOVES to run! When she gets out in our exercise
yards she just starts loping laps along the perimeter. She will do this for a good thirty minutes
before she feels the need to do something else (like chew on Nulato)! She truly wants to do
what she was bred for and we would love to see her go into a home where she can pull a sled.
She is very shy and insecure around new people and places, but we feel she would be very
comfortable alongside a team of other dogs. Her one true passion is running and we don’t
believe she would adjust to being a house dog. What she lacks in size she makes up for in
speed and stamina and would be a great addition to an experienced sledding team!
Nulato
Nulato is shy, sweet and gentle. He has had quite the adventure since his rescue from
Park County, including fending for himself in Wyoming for over a week. After getting lost
from the family that adopted him, Nulato was found in Kremling, CO (we believe he was
trying to make it back to the shelter) with a badly injured leg. The veterinarian that
nursed him back to health thinks he was caught in a snare trap. Because of his injury
Nulato cannot be used as a sled dog. However, he is a wonderful companion once he
trusts you and is very gentle with other animals. He is currently kenneled with a 14yr old
Beagle! We believe Nulato could adjust to being a house dog with plenty of time and
patience. He has won the hearts of staff and volunteers and his favorite past time is
sharing a quiet moment with his head in the lap of a human friend!
Gustavus
Gus is the sweetest animal we have ever met! Unlike many of the huskies we received from
Park County, Gus adjusted easily to all the luxuries of coming to the shelter and loves human
interaction. He will approach you with a smile and sit at your feet asking to be scratched on
his big, beautiful head. Gus was one of the dogs in the worst condition when he arrived at
Ark-Valley. Lack of nutrition and exercise caused his hind legs to atrophy and left him
incontinent. Because of these issues Gus will have to live outside. He would probably be able
to do some light pulling and his drive to do so is apparent when someone takes him for a walk!
One look in those charming, polar bear eyes and you’ll be in love with this guy!
Galena
Galena was also in terrible condition when she arrived at the shelter. The staff was
constantly worrying that she wasn’t going to survive. She barely ate and, while the other
dogs put on several pounds in the first few weeks at the shelter, Galena gained only a
few and would sometimes refuse to eat. She has had multiple surgeries to remove
malignant tumors and was very depressed. It seems she came to us with little will to
survive and it has taken a long time for her to turn around. She now lights up when she’s
out in the yard with the other huskies and is overjoyed when she sees staff and
volunteers approach. She is consistently a lady and always minds her manners. While
she can sometimes become nervous in new situations, we believe she would love to be a
house dog. Because of her age and prior health issues, Galena needs a place to retire from pulling and spend her
days napping in the warmth of a loving home!
If you (or someone you know) are interested in these dogs, please contact Ark-Valley Humane Society at 719-3952737 or www.ark-valley.org.
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Summary of Board Activities – Lindsey Owen
New Faces: Welcome to Bob Ducey and Sean and Deb Finnegan!
Online Discussions:
5/6 – Jen called BeauJo’s to confirm Banquet reservation and give final RSVP numbers.
5/10 – Dave emailed about the tax forms for the club. He was able to get the tax forms from the IRS website and
submitted them to the State 5/13/10.
5/11 – Dave sent out draft year-end points tally for Board to review. After corrections he sent them to the trophy
shop.
5/17 – Dave updated the Board email list with new Board Members. TC sent out minutes from the meeting
following the banquet.
5/17 – Dave sent out a financial recording of exchange of goods to document the sale of the old club snowmobile to
Sandy Schwartz in exchange for new tires for the club trailer.
5/17 – TC moved to extend Ray Gordon’s honorary membership another 5 years. Jolene seconded. Yea: Lizzy,
Aaron, Sandy, Lindsey; No Response: TJ, Colette Motion Passes.
5/24 – TC sent out reminder about the motions on the floor.
5/24 – Jolene moved to accept the bylaws revisions. Sandy seconded. Yea: TC, Lizzy, Lindsey; No Response:
Aaron, Colette, TJ Motion Passes.
5/25 – TC sent out a proposed rate change for advertising fees for the newsletter to reduce some fees for longerrunning ads. Dave, Sandy, Jolene, Lizzy, Lindsey, and Aaron expressed approval of the new rates.
6/1 – Lindsey seconded the motion by Mark Stephens to give Don Johnson an honorary membership. Discussion
continues…
Board Meeting 5/16/10 following Banquet at BeauJos
Present: Steve Bethka, Dave Wurts, TC Wait, Colette Standen, Sandy Schwartz, Lizzy Giese, Jolene Giese, Mark
Stephens
Old Business:
Steve made some repairs to the race trailer and noticed the new snowmobile also needs some minor repairs. The
new equipment is great, everything else is "hunky-dory."
Sandy never was reimbursed for the snowmobile trailer tires. She proposed an equal exchange for the old
snowmobile that she and Mark bought from the club. Dave will write up some paperwork documenting the
exchange for the CMM files.
TC has collected 3 proposed bylaws changes:
1) Article III, Section 2, subsection B: change the membership year from May 1 through April 30 to Sept 1
through Aug 31 to be consistent with the changes voted on last fall.
2) Article III, Section 2, subsection D: edits for readability regarding dues for Board Members
3) Article V, Section 1, subsection A: Add second sentence to read "Eligible candidates should be a current
CMM member in good standing for a minimum of 3 months prior to the election."
New Business:
Dave and Sandy discussed the transfer of Treasury duties and getting Sandy
added as a signatory.
Sandy has created a youtube video from the 2010 La Plata Paw. She can do
similar videos for other events, but since the videos show CMM events and
members, she wanted to know how to go about posting them. The Board agreed
that she would send any proposed video that would be released to the Board for
a "screening" prior to release. That way any changes that need to be made can
be identified. There is a way to not allow public comments if we want to do that.
Mark Stephens proposed the Honorary Memberships for three individuals: Don
Johnson, Ron Aldrich, and Ron Kruczek. He would like the Board to discuss these
potential memberships. Honorary memberships run for 5 years.
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to attend. Please contact
a Board Member for
details.
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Board Activities, cont.

Action Items:
TC needs to get contact phone numbers and email addresses from Colette and TJ for the newsletter. If anyone has
changes they would like to make in their contact info, let TC know.
DAVE needs to schedule a year-end financial review of the treasury books.
STEVE will contact Aaron about the snowmobile repairs and get a price.
DAVE will create paperwork to document the exchange of the old club snowmobile to Sandy and Mark Schwartz in
exchange for the trailer tires they purchased for the club trailer.
DAVE will get a new signature card for the club bank account for himself and Sandy.
TC will send out bylaws with proposed revisions to Board for review.
SANDY will look into a new website design.
THE BOARD needs to discuss proposed bylaws changes.
THE BOARD needs to discuss nominated Honorary members.
DAVE/JOLENE will look into the possibility of having a BBQ in Summit County for July’s meeting.

Rainbow Bridge
Run Free Rigger 5/95 – 5/10
LowDog Sullivan’s Rigger passed peacefully just a few weeks shy of his 15th
birthday. He lived with my pack off and on for several years and he was the
“training paws” that got Team Malawoo started. A true Malamute clown, he
was a constant source of entertainment. Strong in both body and will, thickcoated enough to be virtually snow-proof, and oh so smart. He carried on the
most persuasive conversations in de-bark I’ve ever heard. He loved to work,
and was and was a joy to watch when he pulled. Many will remember him
making his rounds and watching over camp in his last years.
Big Rig, I wish you reunion with all those team mates who have gone before,
smooth trails to run with abandon, a warm lap and ready fingers to scritch behind your ears, and a soft place
to lay your weary bones when the day is through. We will all miss you. ~ Sue Crawford and Team Malawoo
Sunshine Piddlepants 3/4/03 – 5/22/10
Sunshine was one of the most sweet, loyal, intelligent, obedient, loving, and
easy to love dogs around. An ambassador to new dogs and kids, she was
our trusted leader and faithful companion. Shine was one of our core dogs,
and one of the first pups we ever raised. She was smart, fast, and strong demanding to lead at 8 months of age. She could turn a 16-dog team 180
degrees without a single tangle or having to have you get off the sled. She
never needed a leash because she only wanted to be by my side. She had a
gaze that would look straight through to your soul, and a heart of pure gold.
We miss our sweet friend terribly, and will always carry her in our hearts.
~ TC, Dave & the Odaroloc Dogs
Good girl, Sunshine. Rest easy.

Trail Tails/June 2010/page 6

www.colomtnmushers.org Stay informed!

Announcements
Judy Rogers Dog Care Fund: Sadly, Judy Rogers passed away May 12 from Creutzfeldt-Jakob Disease, a
terminal brain condition. Her Siberian Huskies (approx 15 dogs) are currently being cared for at her home
in Washington. Eventually many of the dogs will need to be placed in new homes. A donation account
fund has been set up for helping with the care and placement of the dogs through Wells Fargo. If you
wish to donate to the find, you can either wire money, send a check, or go to any Wells Fargo Bank. ABA
routing #121000248; account #9613370668 “Donation Account for Judy Rogers” or mail to
“Donation Account for Judy Rogers” Wells Fargo Bank Cherry Creek, c/o Delbert Young, 2500
E. 2nd Ave, Suite 101, Denver, CO 80206. The contributions are gifts and not tax-deductible. A
committee has been established to make financial distribution decisions for the funds, and the account will
remain open until all Judy’s dogs are placed or no longer need support.
A celebration of Judy’s life will be held at the Columbine Ranch in South Park near Jefferson July 10th. The
Ranch is located at the base of Kenosha Pass, 2 miles up CR56 from Highway 285. Details will be emailed
to the membership list as they are available, or you can call Debra Su Stephens at 719-837-2252.
Triple Graduates! Congratulations to Michaela Maddelena who graduated from Hair Dynamics April 30 with
over 2000 hours of education. Michaela was an Honor Student and the Student Body President while in
school. She is now waiting to take her cosmetology state board exams. J’Lyn and Dylan Maddelena
had their high school graduation on May 22. Good job everyone!
Struttin’ our Stuff: Thanks to Colette and Chelsea Standen for hosting the CMM booth at the Westmuttster
Dog Show in Idaho Springs May 23 to benefit the local animal shelter. Good advertising for a good cause!
PACFA Meeting: Thanks to Bruce Harper, John Perry, and Carol Bloodworth for attending the PACFA
Advisory Committee meeting in May and keeping us updated with the latest. Thanks also to everyone who
took the time to write or call with their thoughts on the proposed rule changes.
Preliminary Race Dates: A couple of early race dates for your calendars. The Dryland Race in Buena Vista will
be held November 13-14. Wycolo is tentatively scheduled for January 15-16. Details will be made
available as they are sorted out.
Congratulations: Teresa Petterson reports that her dog Bridger won the Regional and National Weight Pull
at the Greater Swiss Mountain Dog Nationals. He broke the previous GSMD record pulling 4,009.8 lbs –
37.82 times his body weight! WOW!
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Got something you’d like to include in Trail Tails? Any member can submit articles for the club newsletter!
Please submit by the end of the month to the newsletter editor (tcwait@yahoo.com) for consideration.

Classifieds
Classified advertisements are FREE for all current CMM members in good standing. Non-members may run a classified ad
for a cost of $5/month. Classified ads will only be listed for 3 months unless the editor is contacted with special
instructions. Please contact the editor by the end of the month prior to the month that you want to start your classified
ad (ie by November 30 for the December newsletter issue).

Fabrication and Welding Services: Reasonable prices,
discount pricing available to CMM members. Sled repair
services available soon. Contact Bob Ducey at 720-333-1222
musherbob@yahoo.com for information.

Dogs for Sale: Need to place 4 or more Alaskan Huskies. Have

Display
Business Card
¼ Page
½ Page
Full Page

CMM Advertising Rates
1 Issue
3 Issues 6 Issues
$10
$20
$30
$20
$40
$60
$30
$60
$80
$40
$80
$100

1 Year
$50
$80
$100
$150

Deadline for reserving advertising space is the 30th of the month prior to

the ad running. Send all artwork as jpeg or tiff files to:
a decent 4-6 dog team available to a good home only. Must
tcwait@yahoo.com. Ad will run following receipt of payment.
downsize due to back issues, and no longer in tour business.
These dogs are 6-9 yrs age, in very good shape and still running competitively, placing 3rd at Wycolo 12 mi this year.
Are very well-socialized & easy to handle. Would make a great beginning race or recreational team, or add to what
you have. Willing to discuss any options; reasonably priced to right home. Contact Carol Bloodworth at
redrunnerdst@msn.com 970-879-5062 (Steamboat Springs area).

Extra Vaccines Available: I just received my order of 5-way vaccines and the company inadvertently sent out an
extra tray of 25 vaccines. The manufacture is Phizer-Vanguard and they are good till April 2011. If you want the
whole tray of 25 vaccines I’ll sell them for $45, if you want less than that figure about $3 a vaccine. Contact Michael
Poynter at 303-525-3453 (Conifer area).

Trailers for Sale: 4’x8’ trailer less than a year old with sides - $650; 6’x8’ trailer, new tires, repacked wheel bearings,
new electrical wiring - $750; 7’x16’ heavy duty double axel trailer - $800. Contact Michael Poynter at 303-525-3453
(Conifer area).

Lukas, Tuff, and Genesis enjoy an early morning run at Chatfield
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One of Lanna’s happy dogs

Sneffles and Isante ready to hit the trail.
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Annual Membership Application
Membership includes subscription to “TRAILS TAILS” Newsletter
Date____________________
Membership Type: New_____ Renewal_____
Associate ____ $15.00
Individual____$25.00
Family____$35.00
Business____ $80.00
Optional: I would like to make a donation of $__________ to Colorado Mountain Mushers.
Full Name_______________________________________ Spouse/Partner____________________________________
Address__________________________________________ City_____________________ State________ Zip________
Phone______________________________________ Email_________________________________________________
• Permission to use photos of you and your dogs for club publicity? ___YES ___ NO
• Have you or any member of your household ever been investigated or charged for animal abuse/neglect/ cruelty? __Yes __No
If yes, please explain in detail and indicate if there was a conviction.
Signature of Applicant(s)_____________________________________________________________________________
Signature of parent (if applicant under 18)________________________________________________________________
AGREEMENT: I agree to abide by official rules governing each CMM event. I agree not to hold Colorado Mountain Mushers or its officers, RGOs, race organizers, race vets, or its
agents, sponsors or property owners/agencies liable for any injury or accident which may occur during a CMM event. I further attest that my dogs are in good health, have received all
vaccinations required by state law, and are physically prepared for each event in which I participate. I will be solely responsible for the conduct and safety of my dogs, handlers, and
family members at CMM events. Membership and election voting rights run September 1st through August 31 of the following year. Please make checks payable to COLORADO
MOUNTAIN MUSHERS and send the application and payment to CMM PO Box 476 Conifer, CO 80433
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